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During the short period Swamiji stayed in
New York, there was great rejoicing at the
Vedanta Home. Swamiji did not give any public
lectures but he attended the classes and meetings
at the Vedanta Home and there he gave short
talks and answered questions. A public recep-
tion was given to him at the Home and his
former friends and students gathered in large
numbers to meet their beloved teacher again.
It was a very happy gathering. Others were also
present who had long desired to meet the great
Swami of whom they had heard so much.

Though public, the reception was informal.
The Swami had a smile, a joke or a kind word
for everyone of his old friends. Part of the time
he was seated on the floor, in the Indian fashion,
some of the friends following his example. There
was much talking and laughing and the Swami
showed by a gesture or a remark that he had
nowise forgotten his old students.

About Swamiji much has been written and I
do not wish to go into repetition. Let me record
only one of my impressions of the evening. I
do so because it came to me with such great
force.

Swamiji was so simple in his behaviour, so
like one of the crowd that he did not impress me
so much when I first saw him. There was
nothing about his ways that would mark him as
the lion of New York society as so often he had
been. Simple in dress and behaviour he was
just like one of us. He did not put himself aside